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ELECTRICAL
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11.2. RENEWABLE ENERGY TECHNOLOGIES

BY RAMESH BANSAL

The energy crisis, which began in 1973, caused petroleum supplies to decrease and prices to rise
exorbitantly. This crisis forced developing countries to reduce or postpone important development
programs, so they could purchase petroleum to keep their economies operating. It created the urgent
necessity to find and develop alternative energy sources, as other fossil fuels (coal, oil, and natural gas),

nuclear energy, and renewable energy resources

There are concerns about nuclear energy because of the associated accident risks; waste disposal
difficulties, nuclear terrorism, and nuclear weapon proliferation are dangerous in themselves. Acquiring
nuclear energy from the industrialized world could, morcover, result in greater technological and economic
dependence on developed countries. World's proved fossil fuel resources might be exhausted in about 100

eton years, thus making sifuation alarming. A more feasible alternative to petroleum, coal, and nuclear reactors
Ocean Thermal Energy
T in developing countries is the direct and indirect use of solar energy, which is renewable, abundant,

, and

Each dav. the sun sends to earth manv thousands of times more energv than we attain from other sources
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